
E-mail Update on Kick Start Program from Better Middlebury Partnership

Hi everyone, 

I wanted to give you an update about Kick Start. We ended up receiving the town's initial 
investment, plus a match by Table 21 as well as an additional $20,000 in donations from the 
Rotary Club of Middlebury and the Sassono Fund. We spent $10,000 to market the program 
and then chose four businesses to award $20,000 and two businesses to award $15,000 
each. Awardees must start their business within six months of signing the grant agreement, 
unless an exception is granted.  

The grant awardees are:

Calvi’s 
Calvi's is a restaurant that will pay tribute to the Calvi's that used to be in Middlebury. It will be 
a 1920s-style ice cream parlor/soda fountain as well as a creperie with a fun atmosphere that 
appeals to visitors, students and locals of all ages. This will be located downtown but space is 
not confirmed yet.

Your Home Too  
Your Home Too is a vintage and vintage inspired lifestyle shop that will carry home decor and 
plants as well as niche paint and furniture embellishments. In addition to retail, they will also 
offer an array of classes and workshops geared towards helping everyone create a home they 
love. This is a secondary location to “Your Home,” located in Bristol.  They have found space 
and a lease agreement is pending.

Addison West 
The found. The discovered. The loved. Addison West is a destination with a singular purpose: 
connecting people with spaces and things they love. For home. For life. For others. Started 
in 2020, the business operates at 44 Main Street and 24/7 online at www.theaddisonwest.com 
and is seeking to expand to a larger space.  Space will be announced by Addison West when 
they can share publicly.

Sparrow Art Supply 
Sparrow Art Supply will be Central Vermont's new go-to shop for all your art, craft, and 
creative needs, from oil paints to markers to pottery tools. Founded and run by a lifelong artist 
who is passionate about helping others find their own creative voice, they are ready to answer all 
your questions to find the perfect materials for your upcoming project. The space will not 
only carry art supplies, but will also be a community center for creative workshops, gallery 
opportunities to exhibit artwork, and club meetings.  Space has been determined; lease is 
pending.

Midd Rock Bouldering Center 
Midd Rock Bouldering Center will be an inclusive, welcoming, active community center 
featuring rock climbing, fitness training, youth programming and special events. They plan to 
take advantage of the recent exponential growth in rock climbing to contribute to the vibrancy 
of Middlebury. Rock climbing is as much a community as it is a sport and Midd Rock is proud to 
bring a sustainable, forward-looking, youth-centered business to Middlebury, Vermont that will 
attract visitors from Addison County and beyond. They are looking for adequate space.



The Middlebury Studio School 
The Middlebury Studio School, a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit, provides education in arts and crafts for 
students of all ages in Addison County and surrounding towns. The school provides a place 
where children, teens and adults can engage in creative endeavors, learn new skills and engage 
with one another in an upbeat, safe, social setting.  Their mission is to promote the creative 
process and community through art and craft education for all ages and abilities. This will be 
a secondary location for the Middlebury Studio School, which will keep the clay program at the 
route 7 location. They have found space and a lease agreement is pending.

We started with 40 letters-- and a lot of really good ideas. We assembled a panel that we 
felt was representative of Middlebury and could offer a variety of perspectives. I can't speak 
highly enough about this group-- they were thoughtful and intentional and they really focused 
on identifying the businesses that showed the most potential for long term success as well as 
met a community need. I'm particularly excited about the fact that all of these businesses also 
are planning to offer up some type of experience-- classes, workshops, ice cream, etc. which 
appeal to many different demographics throughout the year and will hopefully add a significant 
amount of vitality back into the downtown. This really is the reality of a modern downtown-- a 
mix of shopping, eating and "doing" and I think these businesses will complement what's already 
there as well as what I know is coming beyond the KS program.

The grant recipients are in various stages of signing leases and/or proceeding with purchases if 
applicable. I will share what information I can on the 27th. They are all planning to be in the 
downtown, with the exception of Midd Rock, which is looking everywhere. (If anyone has a good 
idea for space for them, please let me know asap!) Their grant award is contingent on 
finding adequate space within four months of signing the grant agreement. 

Looking forward to going over things with you and answering any questions you have for me.

Thanks, 
Karen 




